Exhuming Bodies, Producing Knowledge:

Collective Memory, Justice, and Restitution

in Contemporary Spain
An International, Interdisciplinary Conference, 

Part of the Body and Knowing Symposium

of the Institute for Advanced Study

100 University International Center  (331 17th Avenue SE)

Friday, April 23

9:00-9:30     Opening Remarks

Carol Klee
Assistant Vice President for International Scholarship,  
Office of International Programs,

Professor, Department of Spanish and Portuguese Studies,
University of Minnesota

Ofelia Ferrán and Lisa Hilbink

Conference Co-organizers 

Department of Spanish and Portuguese Studies/Department of Political Science, University of Minnesota

9:30-11:00    Session 1

“Afterlives: Tracing Exhumed Bodies beyond the Mass Grave”


Francisco Ferrándiz 


Científico Titular


Instituto de Lengua, Literatura y Antropología (ILLA)


Centro de Ciencias Humanas y Sociales (CCHS)


Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC) (Spain)

“Unsettling Accounts:  Perpetrators’ ‘Truths’ Revealed and Their Impact on Democracy”


Leigh Payne 


Professor of Sociology and Latin American Studies, 

University of Oxford

Friday, April 23 (cont.)

11:30-13:00    Session 2

“Pictures and Consciousness/The Visualization Of Trauma”


Francesc Torres


Artista Multimedia (Spain)

“The Battles of Memory and Testimonial Literature in the Southern Cone:

The Female Body as the Locus of Betrayal”


Ana Forcinito


Associate Professor, Department of Spanish and Portuguese Studies, 

University of Minnesota

13:00-15:00
Lunch Break

15:00-16:30    Session 3

“Rude Awakening: The Decomposition of the Spanish Transition Dream”


Ignacio Fernández de Mata 


Profesor Asociado de Antropología Social y Cultural, 

Universidad de Burgos (Spain)

“Remembrance and Punishment in the Wake of Dictatorial Regimes:
The German Model”


Eric Weitz


Distinguished McKnight Professor, 


Arsham and Charlotte Ohanessian Chair in the College of Liberal Arts,

Department of History, 

University of Minnesota

17:00-18:00    Roundtable Discussion

Saturday, April 24

9:30-11:00    Session 1

“Exhumation, Mass Graves and Prisoners’ Cemeteries from the Spanish Civil War and Postwar Years (1936-1943): An Overview”


Luis Ríos


Comisión Docente de Antropología, Departamento de Biología,


Universidad Autónoma de Madrid (Spain)

“The Body as Evidence: The Minnesota Protocol and the Use of Forensic Science in Protecting Human Rights”


Barbara Frey 


Director, Human Rights Program, 

University of Minnesota

11:30-13:00    Session 2

“Exhumando Fosas, Enterrando Silencios”


Emilio Silva


Periodista, 

Presidente de la Asociación para la Recuperación de la Memoria Histórica

y nieto de la primera víctima de la represión franquista identificada por una 
prueba de ADN (Spain)

“The Justice Cascade: The Spanish Case of Transitional Justice in Global Context”


Kathryn Sikkink


Regents Professor, 

Department of Political Science, 

University of Minnesota

13:00-15:00
Lunch Break

Saturday, April 24 (cont.)

15:00-16:30   Session 3

“No Se Puede Enterrar El Olvido”


José Antonio Martín Pallín


Magistrado emérito de la Sala II del Tribunal Supremo, 

Comisionado de la Comisión Internacional de Juristas (Spain)

“Atrocities, Law and Collective Memory”


Joachim J. Savelsberg

Professor of Sociology, 


University of Minnesota

17:00-18:00    Roundtable Discussion

For more information, contact the conference co-organizers: 

Professor Ofelia Ferrán (ferra007@umn.edu), Dept. of Spanish and Portuguese Studies, 

Professor Lisa Hilbink (hilbink@umn.edu), Dept. of Political Science

Sponsored by:

The Institute for Advanced Study

The Office of the Vice President for Research

The European Studies Consortium 

The Program for Cultural Cooperation between Spain's Ministry of Culture and US Universities 
The Department of Spanish and Portuguese Studies

The Department of Political Science 

